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sols. It is a particularly difficult agent to control. Vaccination is
carried out in some areas of the African continent where epizootics
have occurred and in endemic areas where sporadic outbreaks cause
problems to livestock. Although RVFV causes abortions in pregnant
animals of many species, including humans, and although it can be
fatal to neonatal and young animals, there is a paucity of information
on its effect on reproduction. This lack of information may be related
to the severity of the clinical condition and the insignificant role that
reproductive disorders would play in an outbreak of the disease.
However, there is a need to know how to avoid transfer of this agent
in gametes originating in endemic areas of Africa and destined for
international trade. Several wild animal species from Africa are also
susceptible, and any efforts to store gametes to preserve animal ge-
netic resources would have to take cognizance of this fact (Easterday,
1965; Meegan et al, 1979).

Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

Vesicular stomatitis viruses (Indiana and New Jersey serotypes)
are confined to the Americas. Although some understanding of the
epidemiological behavior of the virus group is available, there are
great gaps in essential knowledge. Virtually no studies have been
carried out on transmission of the virus through the reproductive
tract.

Domestic species of animals affected by these viruses include cattle,
horses, and pigs; humans are also affected. Some wild animal spe-
cies, including deer, are affected. The virus propagates readily in
laboratory animals, such as rabbits, guinea pigs, and mice. A carrier
state for these viruses has not been demonstrated and hence, the
serological tests used by U.S. authorities to introduce zebu cattle from
Brazil (House et al., 1983) were standardized to reject recently in-
fected animals. Perhaps similar tests should be set for semen donors.
This agent is one of the remaining enigmas of veterinary science and
pathogenesis, and epidemiological studies are urgently needed be-
cause animals and gametes from the Americas constitute a large seg-
ment of international trade in livestock germplasm.

Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia

Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (Mycoplasma mycoides subsp.
mycoides} is a disease of cattle present in Africa, Portugal, Spain, oc-
casionally other parts of Europe, Asia minor, some east European
countries, and China.